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Welcome - Your International Student Handbook 
 
Dear International Students, dear Mobility Students,  
 
We extend a very warm welcome to you to accadis University of Applied Sciences and hope that this 

handbook will equip you with everything that you may require in order to prepare yourself for 

studying in Germany and - once you have arrived - settle in as quickly and as comfortably as possible. 

It is meant to give you answers concerning all the aspects outside of studying at accadis such as 

living in your new environment as well as dealing with everyday tasks. Once you have your login data 

the accadis swiki (study wiki) will provide you with all the information on those things not covered in 

this handbook concerning academics and your studies e.g. administration, communication, 

organizational matters (attendance/examinations) and data protection etc. Further, our website will 

provide you with information on the programs we offer.  

 

While this handbook covers the most indispensable aspects outside of your academics, in an 

attempt to limit the length of this booklet it is of course not exhaustive. Please let us know if there is 

any further information that you feel should be included in future.  

 

Your time abroad here in Germany is sure to very memorable and should bring you enormous 

personal benefits – whether now or in your later professional life. At the same time this experience 

will require from you a good portion of patience, flexibility, and adaptability. The first few weeks of 

living abroad in what is inevitably a totally different linguistic, social, educational and cultural 

environment can be extremely demanding. Most likely everything - from the most banal to the more 

significant elements - will be different from what you are familiar with in your home country. 

Learning to cope with these differences successfully is both a challenge and one of the key rewards 

of studying abroad. The accadis team will do its utmost to support you in this endeavor! 

 
We hope you enjoy your stay! 
 
 

http://www.accadis.net/
https://international-students.accadis.com/
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1 Studying at accadis 
 
1.1 accadis at a Glance 

 
accadis, ad campum discere, learning in one place: That is our motto. 
 
Since 1980 accadis has been pursuing the concept of interdisciplinary education. Internationality, 
foreign languages, scientific foundation, practice-orientation and communication skills development 
thread their way through all areas at accadis.  accadis Hochschule is a private, state recognized and 
fully accredited business school. Quality is of utmost importance to us. One step ahead: This is our 
key objective which we continually strive for.  

 
The accadis Managing Partners, Gerda Meinl-Kexel and Professor Dr. Christoph Kexel, deliberately 
chose only one location for the institution. This decision contributes to the personal environment at 
the university. The personal contact to Student Services, the lecturers and the accadis management 
team guarantees that the students make optimal progress during their studies. While each of the 
approximately 600 students develops into a conscientious future executive, we know them all as an 
individual with a name and face and are able challenge and promote them according to their 

individual abilities. Interactive instruction in small groups does not only train specialist knowledge 
but also provides the individual with a broader view of things and ethically responsible approach to 
matters. 
 
Everyone here, whether student, professor or staff, we all contribute to the unmistakable qualities 
of accadis. We are situated in the Rhine-Main area, which is one of Europe's economically strongest 
regions. It is a very multicultural area, and you will always find somebody who can speak English. 
Geographically our campus lies at the heart of Europe. accadis is within a short distance of Frankfurt, 
the financial metropolis with more than 2,763national and international financial institutions 
including the European Central Bank. We are located in Bad Homburg - an attractive city at the foot 
of the Taunus Mountains. It is major business location, sought-after place to live, attractive shopping 
destination as well as a friendly wellness and tourist destination. Here you find the perfect mix of 
urbanity and all-encompassing range of services within a historical spa town that fosters its 
traditions. 
 
1.2 Leisure Time 
 
What matters in lectures is also relevant for leisure time. That is why the ideals of accadis are also 
apparent in the many extracurricular activities, initiatives and events happening all year round. 
Different sports, festivities, excursions and competitions complement lectures and thus offer an 
intense and varied university experience. The students are always the focus of any activities, as they 
are the chief contributors to and creators of student life outside the lecture hall. Whether students 
join forces as a soccer or a cheerleading team, provide creative essays for the accadis website or 
organize a Summer Fête, accadis provides the framework in which students can create and organize 
fun and enriching extracurricular activities. The members of our student organization accsa will be 
happy to support you in finding sports or activities of your choice.  
  

https://www.the-accperience.de/post/unsere-accsa
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1.3 Academic Calendar 
 
The accadis academic calendar is divided into three trimesters, each of which lasts about 10 weeks. 
This is followed by one to two weeks for final exams or final projects, depending on course re-
quirements. The lectures in the winter semester generally begin in October and end in January. The 
spring semester starts in February and ends in April. The summer semester begins around May and 
ends in July. Classes are canceled on German national holidays. There are also several longer breaks. 
 
Fall trimester 

• Tag der Deutschen Einheit (Day of German Reunification), October 3 

• Christmas and New Year’s Break, two weeks’ long 
 
Spring trimester 

• Easter Break - Good Friday through Easter Monday 
 
Summer trimester 

• Tag der Arbeit (German Labour Day), May 1st  

• Christi Himmelfahrt - 40 days after Easter (always on a Thursday) – Friday as a bridging day 

• Pfingsten (Pentecost) - dates change each year 

• Fronleichnam - 10 days after Pfingsten (always on a Thursday) – Friday as a bridging day 
 
A precise schedule of holidays etc. will be given to you on arrival i.e. you can request it from Student 
Services in advance.  
 

2 Arrival and Legal Requirements 
 
2.1 Immigrations and visa – entering Germany 
 
a) Students from EU/EFTA countries, the United States, Australia, New Zealand, Japan, Canada, the 

Republic of Korea, Israel and Switzerland. You are exempt from entry regulations and are free to 
enter Germany without a visa. You will apply for a German residence permit when you arrive in 
Germany. 

 
b) Students from any other countries: You will need to apply for your visa at the German Em-

bassy/Consulate while you are still in your home country. Ensure that you apply for your visa well 
in advance (at least 2 months before your departure). International students and students in a 
doctoral program with proof of admission to a German university will receive a student visa 
(„Studentenvisum”). 

 
 Please do not attempt to enter to Germany on a tourist visa! A tourist visa cannot be converted 

once you are inside Germany, and students are not allowed to study on a tourist visa. Student 
visas can no longer be applied for once you are in Germany. Please contact the German Embassy 
or Consulate in your home country for current and detailed information. Please note: It is vital 
that you submit correct and complete information regarding your reasons for travelling to 
Germany (e.g. to study). If you fail to do so, you be granted a visa based on the wrong purposes, 
which you can then no longer convert as needed.  

 
The website of the German Federal Office provides all the information you need. 

http://international-students.accadis.com/live/Erasmus-Incomming/erasmus-incoming.aspx
http://www.auswaertiges-amt.de/EN/AAmt/Uebersicht_node.html
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2.2 Registering in Germany (also EU citizens) 
 

In Germany, all residents and visitors staying for longer than three months must register with the 
local authorities. As soon as you have found a room or apartment, you are required to register your 
address with the local “Einwohnermeldeamt” (registry office) within one week. This office is usually 
found at the local “Rathaus”/city hall or “Bürgerbüro”. Our Student Services Office will help you out 
with contact details and the whole process if you need support. If you change address locally or 
move away i.e. return to your home country, you must also notify the authorities (deregister).  
 
To register your address, you will require: 
 

• your passport 

• 1 biometric passport photo (please bring from home!) 

• your visa or residency permit 

• enrollment letter (which we will issue for you) 
 
In addition to registering your new address, please make sure you provide all other necessary insti-
tutions with your new address (e.g. accadis, your health insurance provider etc.).  
 
2.3 Applying for a Student Residence Permit (also EU citizens) 
 
a) Students from EU/EFTA countries (except Switzerland) automatically receive a residence permit 

by mail from the foreigners’ registration authority („Ausländerbehörde“) after registering their 
address at the registry office and submitting the information form required for EU Nationals 
(„Selbstauskunft zur Freizügigkeit von Unionsbürgern“).  

 
b) Students from the United States, Australia, New Zealand, Japan, Canada, the Republic of Korea, 

Israel and Switzerland who have entered Germany on a tourist visa must submit an application 
for a residence permit („Antrag auf Erteilung des Aufenthaltstitels“) at the foreigners’ registra-
tion authority. You must apply for your residence permit within 3 months after entering the 
country.  

c) Students from all other countries must obtain a student visa in their home country before com-
ing to Germany. Once in Germany (or it is best to this before if your local German Consulate 
permits you to do so there before you leave home), you must submit an application form for a 
residence permit („Antrag auf Erteilung der Aufenthaltsbewilligung“) at the local foreigners’ 
registration authority. You will then receive a residence permit for your university program at 
accadis. 

 
We are assuming that you will have had to apply for your Residency Permit together with your 
student visa so that you will simply have to present your passport to the local authorities on arrival. 
Should this not be the case and you still need to apply for one once you have arrived in Germany 
(and have entered with a student visa), it is advisable to make an appointment to avoid long waits – 
our Student Services Office will assist you with this process. The Authority for the Bad Homburg area 
is (if you choose to live in Frankfurt this is a different authority): 
 
Hochtaunuskreis - Der Landrat – Ausländerbehörde  - Website 
Ludwig-Erhard-Anlage 3 // 2nd Floor, 61352 Bad Homburg 
Phone 06172/999-0,  Fax 06172/999-9834 
  

https://www.hochtaunuskreis.de/Themenfelder/Soziales-Integration/Ausl%C3%A4nderbeh%C3%B6rde/
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When applying for your residence permit, you will need the following documents (please check 
with your local Consulate if this is still current): 

• Proof of address registration at registry office („Anmeldebestätigung“) 

• Completed application form (available online or at the foreigner‘s authority) 

• Passport 

• Proof of enrollment at accadis („Immatrikulationsbescheinigung“) 

• Proof of German health insurance  

• Proof of finances: Students must show in advance that they have a certain sum available for each 
month of study. You will need to show proof of scholarships, bank accounts and/or financial 
support from your parents or sponsors 

• If applicable, a student visa 

• 1 „biometric“ passport photo (please bring from home) 
 
Note: Your residence permit is issued only for a specific purpose, in this case pursuing a degree or 
participating in an (exchange) program at accadis. Therefore, your permit is no longer valid when 
this purpose is fulfilled or abandoned.  
 
2.4 Working in Germany 
 
EU nationals are generally granted unlimited working rights, following the usual student regulations. 
Nationals from „new“ member countries must obtain permission from the German Employment 
Agency („Bundesagentur für Arbeit“) for any employment exceeding 90 full days.  
 
Information can be obtained from the German Federal Office and the German Academic Exchange 
Service. International students and doctorates are allowed to work in Germany for a maximum of 
120 full days or 240 half-days (max. 4 hours / day) per year. Before you can work you must obtain 
permission („ausländerrechtliche Genehmigung“) from the foreigner‘s’ registration authority (§ 16 
Abs. 3 AufenthG). If you would like to work for longer than the 120 full days, you must apply for a 
work permit („Arbeitserlaubnis“) from the employment office („Agentur für Arbeit“). Individual 
exceptions will only be made in the case of a temporary financial emergency or other exceptional 
circumstances. There can be no guarantee that you will be granted such an exception.  
 
2.5 Health Insurance 
 
In order to enroll at a German university, you must provide proof of adequate health insurance 
coverage.  
 
a) Students from EU/EFTA nations must submit the International Health Insurance Certification 

(former E111 or E128) when going to a doctor. Doctors will charge the insurer directly for any 
medical treatment you receive.  

 
b) Students from countries with a social insurance treaty with Germany (former Yugoslavia, Switzer-

land, Turkey and Tunisia), who are insured in their home country must also provide a certificate 
entitling them to German health insurance coverage through a public insurer. This fulfills the 
health insurance requirement.  

 
c) For students from other countries, the home insurance company must confirm in writing that 

insurance coverage is valid in Germany. Usually, this is only the case if there is a Social Security 

http://www.auswaertiges-amt.de/EN/AAmt/Uebersicht_node.html
https://www.daad.de/en/study-and-research-in-germany/first-steps-germany/side-jobs/
https://www.daad.de/en/study-and-research-in-germany/first-steps-germany/side-jobs/
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Agreement ("Sozialversicherungsabkommen") between Germany and your home country (in-
formation can be obtained from the authorities and health insurance companies in your own 
country). If there is no Social Security Agreement or if the insurance cover is not adequate, you 
will have to take out an additional insurance policy in Germany.  

 
d) Students who are not insured in their home country (or whose policy does not fall under an 

Agreement (see c), will need to obtain a German health insurance policy from a public insurer 
of their choice. accadis will help you to do so on arrival if you wish, but it will take a few days. 
See here for further information.  

e)  Please make sure that you are covered by your home or international health insurance until 
coverage can be confirmed on arrival in Germany.  

 
f) For short-term stays (less than three months), as a rule a travel health insurance valid for the 

entire Schengen area (with a minimum coverage of EUR 30,000) is required. Where possible, this 
should be taken out in the applicant's own country, although it may also be purchased in the 
host country. 

 
All public insurance policies cost the same amount and they generally all have a website in English 
and other languages. See for example Techniker Krankenkasse or AOK (Note – these are not 
recommendations,  only examples of two providers). 
 
Remember to cancel your health insurance before you leave Germany as they will otherwise con-
tinue to debit your account. It is advisable to have a travel health insurance to cover your first weeks 
in Germany, in the event it takes a few days to sort your insurance out once you arrive. 
 
2.6 Health Care and Medical Needs 
 
Please note that in Germany you only go to the hospital for emergencies. Otherwise, one books an 
appointment with a General Practitioner or a specialist. The Student Services Office will be glad to 
give you further information or help you make an appointment. 
 
Doctors in the in the local (Hochtaunus) area can be found here. For Frankfurt look here. Have a look 
at these pages for English-speaking doctors in Frankfurt. Otherwise do a google search e.g. “English 
speaking dentist Bad Homburg” for the most current feedback.  
 
Visits to a doctor are generally by appointment only unless it is an emergency. Always make sure to 
take your insurance card or insurance documents with you to every appointment. Depending on 
your insurance, you may be required to see a General Practitioner (Allgemeinarzt/praktischer Arzt) 
before going to a medical specialist. 
 
If you need a pharmacy, look for the red stylized A or its title, Apotheke. There is an  
Apotheke near accadis (800 meters) in Jahnstrasse 1, 61352 Bad Homburg, open from 
8:30 am to 6 pm on weekdays.  Pharmacies (also online pharmacies which are mostly 
less expensive) are the only places licensed to sell medicines and to fill prescriptions, 
and the pharmacist is medically trained and qualified to give general advice. In 
addition, basic non-prescription medicines such as aspirin or paracetamol are only available in 
pharmacies (also online), NOT in supermarkets or drugstores as in other countries. Shipping 
medicines through the post from abroad is illegal, and packages will probably be stopped by German 
customs. 

https://www.justlanded.com/english/Germany/Germany-Guide/Health/Health-insurance
https://www.tk.de/tk/english/610312
https://www.aok.de/kp/uni/information-for-international-students/
https://www.praxisnetzhochtaunus.de/
https://www.arzt-auskunft.de/frankfurt-am-main/
https://www.frankfurt-doctors.de/general-practice/
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3 Accommodation in and around Bad Homburg 
 
accadis Hochschule does not have any dormitories or other housing for its students. However, we 
actively support all our students in finding appropriate housing for the time of their stay at accadis. 
Those students who come to us from outside the Frankfurt area seek various types of accommo-
dation on the private market e.g. rooms in shared flats, apartments or student dormitories. There is 
dormitory and shared flat accommodation available in the city of Frankfurt and the surroundings of 
Bad Homburg, but generally the demand for housing is very high due to the large number of 
students looking for accommodation. Sometimes the offered accommodation is also unfurnished – 
something highly unpractical for those international students staying for only one or two trimesters.  
 
Our International Office will support you in finding accommodation on the local market if you so 
wish. We will then assign accommodation to you. Nevertheless, remember, the renting of 
accommodation is a private matter, and we strongly encourage you to start a search on you own in 
order to make a more independent selection. The motto is – the sooner you get started, the better. 
The links below will allow you to start looking for private accommodation. 
 
It is extremely important that your individual names are listed in the rental contract (if taking a flat 
together) as you will need to submit the rental contract when registering with local authorities. 
There are also rooms in private halls of residence and flat shares available. 
 
In order to find appropriate housing for you during your studies in Bad Homburg, we need you to 
provide us with some information. Renting fully furnished rooms or apartments in the area on 
average costs of around at Euro 600 per person per month an up (excluding meals). This rent is 
lower if the flat is unfurnished or if you choose to share housing with another student i.e. rent an 
apartment with 2 or 3 students.  
 
Costs for electricity, heating, water, internet etc. may or may not be included in the price. If it is all 
included, one speaks of a “warm” rent (less hassles) – “cold” (kalt) if not included. Please also keep 
in mind that every resident must have a TV licence fee (GEZ) so be sure to clarify if this is included in 
the price. Many property owners do not want the renters to smoke in their rooms, so be aware that 
this is a disadvantage in finding something nice. If one does not adhere to this, one may not receive 
the deposit back when moving out. Be aware that you may have to spend a few days in inexpensive 
lodgings before you can move in as the landlord may want to meet you first and will also require you 
to sign the contract. 
 
When we receive offers, we will forward these to you, requiring your confirmation of acceptance. In 
order to ensure that you are close to accadis and within in easy reach with public transportation, 
renting in the local towns Bad Homburg, Friedrichsdorf and Oberursel is advisable or also in the 
areas Nieder-Eschbach, Bonames and Kalbach (all on the U2 tramline which stops close to accadis). 
However, also parts of Frankfurt are an option as the tram U2 gives you a good connection there as 
well. If you should be looking for accommodation on your own, we would be happy to advise you 
where to best look.  
 
Please keep in mind that in Germany one puts down a deposit (Kaution) when renting accommo-
dation. This can be anywhere from one to three months’ rent and is payable on signature of the 
contract. At the end of the tenancy, the property owner is required to pay the tenant the deposit as 

https://www.rundfunkbeitrag.de/welcome/englisch/index_ger.html
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well as any interest earned on the deposit. However, the property owner may retain part of the 
deposit as necessary to repair any damage to the property caused by the tenant. 
 
Should you require inexpensive furnishings etc., IKEA (the furniture store) is just down the road from 
accadis and we will be glad to take you or tell you how to get there.  
 

Youth hostels and temporary accommodation 
For addresses for temporary accommodation (there are also inexpensive guest houses in Bad Hom-
burg)-see booking.com. Otherwise the youth hostels in Bad Homburg or Frankfurt are an option as 
well. You need to be a member of the youth hostel association, but this can be taken care of on 
arrival.  
 
Halls of Residence and flat shares 
Sample addresses for own search and orientation below. Once on the website, click on the English 
version button which is usually situated in the top right hand corner.  
 

Private halls of residence   

• http://www.youniq.de/de/ 

• https://the-flag.de/student-apartments/frankfurt/ 

• https://www.homefortimes.de/ 

• http://livingroom-badhomburg.de/  

• http://wunderflats.com 

• http://bed-and-brains.de 
 

Flat shares   

• https://www.wg-gesucht.de/wg-zimmer-in-Bad-Homburg-v-d-Hoehe.240.0.1.0.html 

• http://housinganywhere.com 

• http://www.easywg.de/hessen/WG-Zimmer-frankfurt?l=1 

• http://www.wohngemeinschaft.de/immobilien/immosuche.aspx?etype=16 

• http://biete-wg.de/angebote_anzeigen-de.php 

• http://www.wohnraum-gesucht.de/ 

• https://www.city-residence.de/en/https://lyght-residences.com/en/ 
 

4 Our Location - Bad Homburg  
 
4.1 About Bad Homburg   
 
Bad Homburg is the capital city of the Hochtaunuskreis, Hessen, Germany, on the southern slope of 
the Taunus Mountains and is just a few minutes away from Frankfurt am Main. Its population lies at 
about 52000 inhabitants. The city is best known for its mineral waters and spa (hence the prefix 
Bad), and for its casino. Today, Bad Homburg is again one of the wealthiest cities in Germany, in part 
thanks to its vicinity to Frankfurt, as many of the directors and employees of the Frankfurt banks live 
in Bad Homburg. The city marketing slogan is “Champagnerluft und Tradition” (Champagne air and 
tradition). The city offers many sightseeing attractions as well as wellness and spa facilities. 
 
The city website has an English version, which gives you detailed information on Bad Homburg and 
its surroundings. You can also enter “English” in the search and the relevant pages will be listed. This 
handbook provides new residents with lots of insigts. The Tourist Information Office is located in the 

http://www.ikea.com/de/de/store/frankfurt
https://www.booking.com/index.de.html
http://www.jugendherberge.de/en/youth-hostels
http://www.youniq.de/de/
https://the-flag.de/student-apartments/frankfurt/
https://www.homefortimes.de/
http://livingroom-badhomburg.de/
http://wunderflats.com/
https://www.wg-gesucht.de/wg-zimmer-in-Bad-Homburg-v-d-Hoehe.240.0.1.0.html
http://www.easywg.de/hessen/WG-Zimmer-frankfurt?l=1
http://www.wohngemeinschaft.de/immobilien/immosuche.aspx?etype=16
http://biete-wg.de/angebote_anzeigen-de.php
http://www.wohnraum-gesucht.de/
https://www.city-residence.de/en/https:/lyght-residences.com/en/
https://www.bad-homburg.de/leben-in-bad-homburg/gesellschaft-soziales/neubuerger/newintown/new-in-town.php
https://www.bad-homburg.de/medien/bindata/pressereferat/HG_Broschuere_english_2018.pdf
https://www.bad-homburg.de/medien/bindata/pressereferat/HG_Broschuere_english_2018.pdf
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Kurhaus which is situated at the heart of the Bad Homburg High Street, the Louisenstrasse. Their 
English language website provides lots of information.  
 
Frankfurt city center is only 20 minutes away by regional fast train, the S-Bahn S5, which takes you 
directly to the main train station of Frankfurt (Hauptbahnhof) or the Frankfurt High Street area 
(Hauptwache) directly from Bad Homburg main train station or by U-Bahn U2 (tram) just a few steps 
away from accadis. 
 
Here a brief history of Bad Homburg: The first source of mineral water was found in 1834. The baths 
were visited often before 1918 by German and international royalty and nobility. The homburg hat is 
named after the city, as King Edward VII had it created for himself by a local hat maker during a stay 
at the baths in Bad Homburg. The first casino in Bad Homburg was opened in 1841/42 by the 
brothers François Blanc (1806 - 1877) and Louis Blanc (1806 - 1852), who later founded the Casino in 
Monte Carlo. For this reason, the Bad Homburg Casino is known as the "mother" of Monte Carlo. 
 
4.2 Pedestrian Area and High Street 
 
The heart of the city lies in the pedestrian area/shopping area Louisenstrasse. Here you find de-
partment stores, specialist shops, restaurants and cafes, banks and much more. 
 
4.3 Book Shop 
 
Here we can recommend the book store Hugendubel, Louisenstr.30, which is directly in the pe-
destrian area. They have a large variety of books (also in English), software products, dictionaries, 
calendars etc. 
 
4.4 Post Office 
 
The main post office is in Basler Str. 1 just across from the main train station in Bad Homburg. Here 
you can find a post office near you.  
 
4.5 Reaching accadis by Public Transport 
 
Germany has a very efficient and punctual public transport system. accadis lies on the outskirts of 
Bad Homburg in the city district Ober-Eschbach.  
 
Here instruction on how to find us if you arrive at Frankfurt airport or need to get here from 
Frankfurt main train station. Frankfurt/Main Airport has two railway stations. The long-distance 
AIRail Terminal links the airport to destinations throughout Germany and neighbouring countries. 
Regional and local trains operate from the regional station (Regionalbahnhof) which is situated on 
the lower level of Terminal 1. If you land in Terminal 2, you must first take the sky train or shuttle to 
Terminal 1 in order to take a train.   
 
Go to the Regional Train Station. Here you must purchase a ticket at one of the RMV ticketing ma-
chines before you board the train. The instructions are available on the machine in various languages 
– just push the appropriate button. Your destination is “Bad Homburg”. 
 
You will need a valid ticket to use RMV transport. RMV tickets are available from the RMV ticket 
machines at the regional station. The machines offer several guide languages - you can select 

https://www.bad-homburg-tourismus.de/en/
https://standorte.deutschepost.de/Standortsuche?standorttyp=filialen_verkaufspunkte&lang=en
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German, English, French, Italian, Spanish or Turkish. Your ticket is valid for the whole journey, no 
matter how many modes of public transport, as long as you take the next possible connection. This 
covers buses, U-Bahn (tram), S-Bahn and regional trains throughout the whole Rhine-Main area. 
Once you have your accadis student-ID-card, you no longer need to buy tickets as you are covered 
by the Semester Ticket which is an integral public transport card.  
 
Services from the airport to Frankfurt Hauptbahnhof (main train station) depart from the Regional 
Station, Platform 1. Take the S8 or S9 trains (direction Frankfurt Hbf., Offenbach or Hanau). These two 
S-Bahn lines will take you to the main railway station/Hauptbahnhof – about 15 minutes away. Once 
there you follow the green “S”-signs – S-Bahn (regional fast trains). This will lead you down the stairs to 
the underground S-Bahn station. Stay on the right side as you go down – this goes to the S-trains that 
all leave Frankfurt. Those on the other side all lead into town toward Südbahnhof. You want to take the 
S5 towards Bad Homburg. Trains leave approx. every 20 minutes and the ride takes about 20 minutes. 
The stops are called out and are usually posted on a screen – you go to Bad Homburg Hauptbahnhof. 
There is only one Bad Homburg stop. The one before it is called Oberursel. Once at the Bad Homburg 
Station, you go down the stairs and out the main entrance. Here you can catch a bus to accadis as 
described below.   
 
If you should be staying in Frankfurt, you can alternately also take a direct tram from downtown, 
which takes you within a 3 minutes’ walk of accadis. For this purpose, take the tram (U-Bahn) U2 
from one of the stations below. U2 runs every 6 to 10 minutes from Frankfurt towards Gonzenheim. 
Your stop is Ober-Eschbach and the ride takes max. 30 minutes. The tram starts underground in 
Frankfurt and then travel above ground on the outskirts.  
 
Stations downtown Frankfurt – which U2 passes through (here from Frankfurt) 

• Frankfurt (Main) Südbahnhof  

• Frankfurt (Main) Schweizer Platz   

• Frankfurt (Main) Willy-Brandt-Platz - (connection to/from Frankfurt main train station via U4 or U5) 

• Frankfurt (Main) Hauptwache (main shopping street in Frankfurt – „die Zeil“) and sights     

• Frankfurt (Main) Eschenheimer Tor   

• Frankfurt (Main) Grüneburgweg   

• Frankfurt (Main) Holzhausenstraße   

• Frankfurt (Main) Miquel-/Adickesallee 
 
The bus-stop on Bus Route 1 or 11 is only a few steps away from accadis and is called “Ober-
Eschbach U Bahn”. The return stop is on the other side of the road and tracks and is called “Philip-
Schäfer-Platz”. Both buses go to the train station in Bad Homburg the “Bahnhof”. For schedules  

• Bus 1  

• Bus 11- 

Bus tickets can be purchased in cash from the bus driver. There are only single tickets (Einzelfahr-
schein), no return tickets, available. You must give the bus driver the stop you wish to go to. The 
individual stops are announced on the bus and they are displayed on a board. Once your stop is an-
nounced, press one of the red “stop” buttons which can be found on the handrails around the bus.  
  

https://www.bad-homburg.de/medien/bindata/kommunale-aufgaben/fahrplaenestadt/001.pdf
https://www.bad-homburg.de/medien/bindata/kommunale-aufgaben/fahrplaenestadt/011.pdf
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Bus Stop „Atzelnest/Südcampus“ at accadis 
 
 

 
 
4.6 …. by Road  
 
accadis is easy to access by road as it lies just 2 km away from the main highway A5 (Basel-Frankfurt-
Hamburg) at the Bad Homburger Kreuz (Crossing) and the A 661 (Frankfurt-Offenbach-Langen). The 
distance to the airport over the A 5 is about 25 km – about 20 minutes by car. The area is very bike-
friendly, so if you live close by, using a bicycle is also an option. 
 

5 Welcome to Germany!  
 
Area: 357,092 km² 
Inhabitants: 83.13 million 
Capital: Berlin  
State system: Democratic-parliamentary federal state 
Administration: 16 states 
Time zone: Central European Time (CET) 
 
Germany's climate is almost as varied as its country but it is mostly temperate. Extreme temperature 
lows and highs are rare. Winter temperatures vary from west to east, with around the freezing point 
in the west and well below freezing in the east of Germany. Summer temperatures are typically 
between 20°C and 30°C, with more rainfall during the autumn months. Frequent changes of weather 
make forecasting difficult. To be on the safe side, be sure to bring a sweater and rain clothing with 
you. The German landscape is extremely varied. The north is characterized by lakes, heath- and 
moorland; the coast by chains of islands, estuaries and dunes. In the south is the  
Swabian-Bavarian plateau with its hills and large lakes as well as the German part of the Alps. 
In the area in between there are deciduous and coniferous forests, slate hills and a green land-scape 
of river valleys and plains.  
 
More than half of the German population lives in cities with a population of between 2,000 and 
100,000. There are 80 larger towns and cities with a population of more than 100,000 inhabitants 
spread throughout the country. Since re-unification the capital and seat of government is, once 

bus stop 

outbound 

accadis 

tram station U2 

if travelling to 

Frankfurt 

bus stop 

inbound 
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again Berlin with a current population of 3.6 million. The towns can boast a lively, varied cultural 
scene sometimes comprising distinguished theatres, orchestras, art academies, art collections and 
libraries. The right to artistic freedom is guaranteed as is the right to freedom of expression. The 
multifarious press organs and other mass media are not censored and guarantee a democratic state 
and society. 
 
Germany's liberal-democratic constitution, the Basic Law, dates back to 1949. Since the Unification 
Treaty of 3 October 1990 between the former German Democratic Republic and the Federal Re-
public the constitution governs the whole of Germany. The constitutional bodies comprise the 
Federal President, the Bundestag (Federal German Parliament), the Bundesrat (Council of Constitu-
ent States), the Federal Government, and the Federal Constitutional Court. The federal structure of 
Germany is reflected by the 16 Bundesländer (Federal States) which have state authority and pass 
their own state constitutions in accordance with the principles of a democratic republic with a social 
constitutional. The entire educational system, for example, including higher education, falls within 
the political jurisdiction of the Bundesländer. 
 

6 Living in Germany  
 
6.1 Banks and Finances 
 
The currency in the Euro zone is the Euro - €. 
 
6.1.1 Opening a Bank Account 
 
In order to pay for your rent, rental deposit, health insurance, tuition and other expenses or to re-
ceive money, a bank account in Bad Homburg is required. For example, your monthly rent and 
health insurance is automatically withdrawn from your account. An account can be opened at any 
commercial bank in Bad Homburg; however, Deutsche Bank is recommended as they do not charge 
any fees for students (das Junge Konto). Your passport and accadis student ID (or proof of 
matriculation at the accadis if you don’t have a Student ID yet) are needed to open an account. 
Furthermore, you will need a copy of the registration of your local address and of your residence 
permit if non-EU. It is best to bring a sum of money to Germany in order to cover your rental de-
posit, first rent, health insurance etc. as a transfer from account abroad will take maximum 5 days. 
Please be aware that one can no longer cash travelers checks directly at the bank when opening the 
account. In that case you would have to first cash the checks at the relevant company (e.g. American 
Express) or at foreign exchange offices (airport) in order to obtain cash to credit to your account. 
Please check with the provider of the Travelers Checks where you can cash them in the Bad Hom-
burg/Frankfurt area before purchase. Once your account is opened, you will receive an ATM card 
that can be used at most of the ATMs around central Europe. In Germany, it is not usual to send 
checks to people by post (e.g. the rent to your landlord). Student Services will help you to open an 
account i.e. make the necessary arrangements for an appointment. 
 
There are various ways of conducting monetary transactions: A transfer (Überweisung) is used to 
transfer money from one account to another. You have to fill in a transfer form and hand it in at 
your bank or savings bank or do it via your online banking portal. You will require the IBAN and BIC 
code. If you have regularly recurring payments of the same sum, such as the rent, it is recommended 
to arrange for a standing order (Dauerauftrag). Thus the sum will be deducted automatically from 
your account on an agreed date and transferred to the account of the recipient. Direct debit 
(Lastschrift) is a handy method of payment if you have recurring sums which vary in size, such as the 
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telephone bill. You give the recipient a direct debit authorization (Einzugsermächtigung) which 
authorizes them to draw the respective amounts from your account. Of course, you can always 
cancel the authorization and stop the direct debit. This method of payment may be new to you and 
you may be suspicious that it could be open to abuse. However, all direct debits are registered on 
your bank statement so that you can check them and revoke any incorrect debits. 
 
6.1.2 Credit Cards and Debit Cards 
 
Visa, MasterCard and American Express can be used throughout most of Europe. Be aware, how-
ever, that occasionally restaurants and smaller stores in Germany do not accept credit cards. Per-
sonal checks are not used and cannot be sent for rent or other expenses. After opening up a bank 
account in Germany or if you previously have a bank account within the EU, it is possible to apply for 
a Eurocheque card (EC Karte) (this is not to be confused with the Eurocard credit card!), which acts 
as a debit. Foreign students may be eligible to use the EC Karte. However, it is often not possible for 
them to apply for a credit card unless the account has been open for 6 months and they draw a 
regular salary. 
 
Please note that at accadis Hochschule payments cannot be made by credit card. Either by bank 
transfer or cash.  
 
Everyone, however, may apply for an ATM card. This card is used to withdraw cash directly from 
your bank account from an automatic teller machine. A further option is to use your debit card from 
your home country. By doing this you can withdraw money from your home checking account and 
also use it as you would a credit card. The advantage of this is that you avoid charging up a normal 
credit card and returning home to a high interest rate. One possible disadvantage is that some banks 
charge high fees for withdrawing money from foreign ATMs. You should check with your home 
banking institution to see what fees apply to you. 
 
6.1.3 Travelers‘ Checks 
 
Traveler’s checks are safer to carry than cash. However, traveler’s checks can only be cashed at for-
eign exchange service providers in Germany as generally commercial banks, stores and restaurants 
do not accept traveler’s checks. For this reason, you should not plan to travel with traveler’s checks 
as your only means of money. Also often a fee is charged to cash traveler’s checks. 
 
6.1.4 Transferring Money 
 
If you do not feel safe carrying so much money over into Germany, transferring money into your 
newly established bank account is also an option. A wire transfer from your home bank to your bank 
in Bad Homburg is the best way to do this. This generally takes 3 to 6 days. This does involve a fee. 
Once you have an account in Germany the transfer of Euros to accounts within in Europe is generally 
free of charge. Do not bring over your money with a certified or cashier’s check as they can take up 
to two months to process and during this time you will not be able to access your money. 
 
6.2 Telephone and Mobile Phones 
 
There are a few options when considering how to make phone calls within Europe and back to your 
home country. The least expensive is making calls over the internet e.g. using Skype, WhatsApp etc,. 
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Phone cards can be purchased in many places. You can use these cards to call almost everywhere. 
But before you buy one, be sure that you are able to use that particular card to call your home 
country, as some cards can only be used to call specific countries. You can use these cards in phone 
booths. 
 
Cell phones are another option, and would be recommended if you are planning to stay in Europe 
for a longer time. However, the abundance of providers and services can be confusing. There are 
two options for cell phones in Germany. Once option is to use a prepaid cell phone card. 
 
Most providers cover various deals: they offer long-term contracts as well as pre-paid cards with 
different conditions (there are many providers – even supermarkets sell these). However, not all 
providers in Germany offer such supplementary features as those described below. 
 
Some mobile phone providers offer supplements with their long-term contracts. In addition to your 
mobile phone service, you can get an additional mobile Internet flat rate for your cell phone. These 
companies can also provide you with a so-called “surf-stick” that can be attached to your laptop’s 
USB port and connects it to the UMTS network. If you are not a frequent Internet user, this may be 
an alternative option to landline access in your flat. Some providers also offer landline flat rates, 
allowing you to reach landline connections for free. Whatever you choose, make sure to compare 
offers as some contracts can be quite expensive and increase your cost of living in Germany 
extensively. 
 

There are quite a few mobile phone rates in Germany, and they change rather frequently. Consider 
signing up with the networks and providers your friends use because rates calls within one opera-
tor’s network are sometimes significantly cheaper. This website can help give you an overview of 
providers. 
 

No matter whether you decide in favor of a pre-paid card or a subscription model, you need to 
register with your passport/ID-card and address. As the name suggests, pre-paid cards are paid in 
advance. When you sign a long-term contract, though, you receive a bill every month. These usually 
have a minimum length of contract – so keep that in mind. 
 

The last option is to get a phone installed in your room or apartment (if there is not already one). 
You must contact Deutsche Telekom and make an appointment for them to activate or install a 
telephone. Another option is to choose an alternative provider. Deregulation of the telecom market 
means some larger towns offer their own local networks. Depending on your calling patterns, an 
alternative provider may be cheaper, so it is worth making a comparison. If you need a telephone 
connection urgently, you can notify the Deutsche Telekom to apply for a standard phone line.  The 
Student Services Office will gladly help you out with any questions you have or phone calls you need 
to make to help you set this up.  
 
Please remember to inform accadis Student Services of your new German phone number once 
available! 
 
6.3 Internet 
 

Given the constantly changing nature of the telecommunications marketplace, pinning down and 
recommending the exact Internet plan for every type of user at any given time is not possible. This 
website will give you an overview. Just as at accadis, there are many places where you have free Wi-
Fi access which will help you get started.  
 

http://prepaid-data-sim-card.wikia.com/wiki/Germany
http://dsl-germany.com/en/
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6.4 Public Transportation – Semester Ticket - Taxis 
 
Taxis are very expensive in Germany and therefore only recommended when public transport is not 
available. There are companies in Bad Homburg that offer you a fixed rate (much less expensive) to 
or from the airport with pre-booking – something Student Services can advise you on.  
 
The Rhein-Main-Verkehrsverbund (RMV) organizes public transport in the greater Rhine Main area, 
working closely with the individual transport companies, the district authorities, towns and the State 
of Hessen. 

 

This cooperation allows RMV to offer coordinated bus and train travel from one source. Just one 
ticket allows you to use any method of local transport in the area covered by the association: re-
gional trains (RB), regional express trains (RE), S-Bahn trains (regional commuter trains), U-Bahn 
underground trains, trams and buses - regardless of how often you change, if at all, to reach your 
destination. Even Frankfurt Airport - the most important gateway for foreign visitors - is integrated 
perfectly into the RMV network. 

 

Your accadis student ID Card/semester ticket is one of the most important documents for your stay 
in Bad Homburg and the region. The RMV student semester ticket (as part of the student card) and is 
paid through the administration fee/tuition and it will be handed out to you just before or on your 
first day at accadis. Erasmus+ students pay for the RMV semester ticket separately (as they pay no 
tuition) and can choose if they wish to make use of it or not. It is issued on a semester-basis by RMV 
(irrespective of the fact that accadis works with trimesters). The card not only allows you to enter 
museums or some of the film theaters for reduced fees, more importantly it serves as your ticket for 
public transportation in the whole Rhein-Main-Verkehrsverbund (except for IC, EC and ICE trains), 
you may use any busses, subways, underground and regional trains. Please find more information on 
the semester ticket and the RMV region here. In case of loss of the Student ID Card you can obtain a 
new one in the Student Office for an additional fee. 

 

Single RMV tickets - You need a valid ticket to use RMV services. You can buy your ticket from the 
ticket counters of the transport companies or at one of the ticket machines. The ticket machines are 
equipped with user screens to guide you through the process. First, enter your destination. Then 
select the type of ticket. Finally, pay the amount displayed. Please note: simply by pressing a button 
you can select a different language for the ticket machine user guide: English, French, Italian, 
Spanish or Turkish. 
 
If you want to travel a bit farther afield, the German Railway is an ideal, comfortable and affordable 
option. You may purchase a ticket at the Deutsche Bahn ticket machines at the stations (menu also 

in English) or at the counter in a train station (Reisezentrum) or online. If you book a little more in 
advance, you can obtain special discounted tickets (Spartickets). In most cases it is not necessary to 
reserve a seat unless you are traveling on Friday afternoon/evening, on weekends or holidays.  

The Bad Homburg train station provides a fast commuter train connection (S5) to the Frankfurt main 
train station – about 20 minutes. From there you can reach Frankfurt Airport in another 15 minutes 
by fast train S8 or S9. 

  

https://www.rmv.de/c/en/tickets/your-ticket/tickets-overview/tickets-for-specific-passenger-groups/rmv-semesterticket
https://www.rmv.de/c/de/rmv-vor-ort
https://www.bahn.com/en/view/index.shtml
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6.5 Emergency Service Numbers  
 
Police  110 
Ambulance/fire department  112 
 
6.6 Free Time and Leisure Activities  
 
In the Frankfurt area the opportunities for free time and leisure activities are endless. Germany 
prides itself on its many theaters, operas and museums, which all offer special rates for students. 
Frankfurt as well has its share of cultural establishments, including multiple theaters, movie theaters 
(also English films) and numerous museums, which display different exhibitions throughout the year. 
Music fans of all kinds will also find something in Frankfurt. The city attracts major pop and rock 
venues, as well as classical music concerts. 
 
For those sunny days during the summer, Bad Homburg has outdoor public swimming pools and in 
addition to an indoor swimming pools. Students can also take part in the many festivals that are 
presented on by the city of Bad Homburg, Frankfurt and neighboring cities. Here you will find more 
information on leisure time around Frankfurt (all sites have an English version – just click the lan-
guage button or run Google translate): 
 

• the city of Bad Homburg  

• the city of Frankfurt am Main  

• Frankfurt for me - Each week, you can receive the schedule of events and latest city information 
– compiled for you individually and free of charge 

• tourism  

• city map 

City magazines 
• Prinz 
• Journal Frankfurt 
• Frizz 
• Strandgut  

6.7 Travel  
 
6.7.1 Rail, Inter-city Bus, Low-cost Airline  
 
If you plan to see Europe using Frankfurt/Bad Homburg as a home base, which many international 
students do, there are several transportation possibilities. If you plan to do a lot of moving about 
within Germany, then the Bahncard offered by the Deutsche Bahn (German Rail) could be a 
worthwhile investment. Save money on every trip by using the DB Bahn frequent traveler card, the 
BahnCard. You can choose between a 25% (BahnCard 25) or 50% (BahnCard 50) discount. In order to 
apply for the Bahncard, you need to have one passport photo, proof of accadis student status and 
your passport, as well as enough money to cover the cost of the card. See the www.bahn.de site for 
current information. 
 

http://www.badhomburg.de/
https://frankfurt.de/
http://www.frankfurt-fuer-mich.de/
http://www.frankfurt-tourismus.de/en
https://www.frankfurt-tourismus.de/en/Information-Planning/City-map
https://prinz.de/frankfurt/
http://www.journal-frankfurt.de/
http://www.frizzmag.de/topics/frankfurt/
http://www.strandgut.de/
http://www.bahn.de/
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“Fernbusse” – intercity buses – are also very popular in Germany now and a very inexpensive way to 
travel. There are numerous websites which will help you to find routes and prices such as Busradar. 
 
Another option for travelling is called "Billigfluglinien" or cheap airlines. Airlines such as Ryanair, 
Easy Jet and German Wings can offer flights to destinations for extremely low prices. Ryan Air is 
usually the cheapest and it flies out of Frankfurt-Hahn airport which is only a 90 minute bus ride 
from Frankfurt main train station (special bus). 
 
6.7.2 Driving 
 
In order to drive a car in Germany you have to have a full driving license. Apart from a German 
driving license, "full" driving licenses include EU-driving licenses, national licenses issued in your own 
country (in many cases a German translation is required) and international driving licenses issued in 
your own country. Foreign and international driver’s licenses are valid for 6 months. An accadis 
alumna runs a driving school near Bad Homburg. Her school offers the special service of multi-
language instruction for beginners, drivers who need some exercise or wish to obtain the German 
"Führerschein" – driver’s license. City Fahrschule Zinke International is the only driving school in the 
area providing theory courses held in English - within 7 days! (Please note that this is not a 
recommendation - only an option).  
 
Germans are passionate and unfortunately, somewhat aggressive drivers and often ignore the 
recommended speed limits (if there are any) on German motorways. When it comes to traffic reg-
ulations, however, they are taken very seriously and observed. Traffic offences are punished with 
high fines, penalty points and even loss of license. If there are no signs to the contrary, top speed in 
towns is 60 km/h, on main roads outside towns, 100 km/h. You should definitely respect any speed 
restrictions in force on certain stretches of the motorway, as there are often radar traps. If you have 
only drunk very little alcohol you are still considered capable of driving. The blood alcohol limit in 
Germany is 0.05 percent and if you are over the limit, your license is in jeopardy. The limit for cyclists 
is 0.16 percent and if you are over this limit, you might lose your license, too. If you have had your 
license for less than two years, no blood alcohol at all is permitted. 
 
6.7.3 Ride Sharing 
 
If you don’t have a car, you can get a lift within Germany, or to the big cities of Europe from private 
drivers. Arrangements for car sharing can be made through an agency for arranged lifts (Mitfahr-
zentralen). Any costs that may arise including the agency fee and your share of petrol money for the 
driver will probably be lower than a train fare or intercity bus..  
 
You can obtain further information from here or here: 
 
6.8 Living in Germany – Some Tips! 
 
6.8.1 Punctuality, Patience and Culture! 
 
Punctuality - It cannot be denied that Germans place a lot of emphasis on punctuality. If you have an 
appointment with somebody, there is one thing you should certainly not do - keep him or her 
waiting! 
 

https://www.busradar.com/
https://city-fahrschule-zinke.de/en/
https://www.blablacar.com/
http://www.citynetz-mitfahrzentrale.de/
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Patience - If you want something immediately, don’t bother sending 6 emails and making 3 phone 
calls – you will be expected to wait. Anything other than that will more likely make the person ignore 
your request. 
 
German Life - Depending on whether you come from Europe or from elsewhere in the world, you 
may or may not be amazed by many things in Germany. Germany has a bureaucratic system made 
up of administrative rules and regulations – you will have to fill out many forms. You should not 
ignore a form or a bill. Ask if you are unsure. Getting a phone line or internet set up is quite bu-
reaucratic. 
 
Germans are generally exceptionally neat and tidy and take great care and pride in their property. 
They expect you to respect their property too. If you break or damage something, tell someone 
immediately – you will be expected to replace or pay for it. Germans are very house proud and keep 
their property clean – it is common sense to keep a certain standard of cleanliness and hygiene (i.e. 
washing sheets and cleaning the toilet, throwing away rubbish). There is a law in Germany about 
keeping the peace after a certain time of night. The times vary, but normally you have to be quiet 
after 10 pm or 10.30 pm at night. If you have decided to have a party, then warn your neighbors in 
advance. Late night parties in the middle of the week are not considered a good idea since many 
people go to work early. If people are upset by the noise, they will call the police. 
 
Heating, electricity and water are all expensive. If you leave your lights on all day, leave your heating 
on with the window open und use enormous quantities of water, do not be surprised if someone 
presents you with an extra bill. 
 
Learn the parking laws – or ask someone where you can park. There are officers from the “Ord-
nungsamt” whose job it is to check that your car is parked facing in the right direction in the right 
part of the street. If no cars are parked where you would like to park, it is probably not a good idea 
to park there. 
 
6.8.2 Greetings, Manners and Mentality 
 
Greetings among students are usually "hallo" or "hi". Standard forms of greeting are as follows: until 
11am = Guten Morgen, until 6 pm = Guten Tag, and in the remaining evening = Guten Abend. In 
Germany, it is accepted to greet people in certain situations as they walk by, for example, students 
or professors that you may know. When leaving, it is most common to say "Tschüss", yet the more 
standard good-bye is "Auf Wiedersehen". When asked "Wie geht es Dir/ Ihnen?" (How are you?), the 
most common answer is "Gut, danke" (fine, thanks).  When meeting people, saying “hallo” and 
shaking hands is accepted. You could also say "Guten Tag". Hugging and embracing is reserved for 
good friends or heartfelt meetings and departures. Just wait until the senior person (i.e. the 
professor or landlord) offers you his/her hand to shake. Adults generally address each other in the 
formal "Sie"- form and with "Herr" or "Frau" plus surname and possibly even a title: "Guten Tag, 
Frau Dr. Meier". Colleagues often still use the formal “Sie”, even after working together for years. 
Friends will use the informal “Du”. 
 
"Bitte", "Bitte sehr" is what you say when you give something to somebody, when you hold the door 
open for somebody, when you ask for something or if you make a request. If you have done some-
one a favour and he or she thanks you, you then say: "Bitte, gern geschehen" (roughly: "You're wel-
come"). If you accept something offered to you at table you answer with "Bitte" e.g. "Möchten Sie 
noch etwas trinken?" ("Would you like anything else to drink?") - "Ja, bitte" ("Yes, please"). 
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Invitations are slow coming with the Germans, but once they know you, being invited are an honor. 
Unannounced invitations among students are quite acceptable, yet among older people, previous 
notice should be given. 
 
6.8.3 Electricity  
 
All electrical points are 220 volts, 60 Hz alternating current, and use two pin plug sockets. You can 
buy adapters once here; however, they are probably cheaper to buy before you leave home. 
 
6.8.4 Conversion 
 
6.8.4.1 Temperature 
 
In Germany – or for that in fact in Europe – temperature is given in Celsius. 
 
Fahrenheit to Celsius  or Celsius to Fahrenheit 
 
1. Subtract 32 from the amount  1. Multiply the amount by 9 
2. Multiply by 5  2. Divide by 5 
3. Divide by 9  3. Add 32 
 
Quick Conversion Chart 
 

 
6.8.4.2 Weight, Volume, Length and Distance 
 
Pounds to Kilograms  Kilograms to Pounds 
Multiply pounds by 0.4535925  Multiply Kilograms by 2.205 
 
Converting Volume 

Ounces to Milliliters  Milliliters to Ounces 
Multiply ounces by 29.57353  Multiply Milliliters by 0.03519 
 
Gallons to Liters  Liters to Gallons 
Multiply Gallons by 3.7853  Multiply Liters by 0.2642  
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Converting Length 

Feet to Meters  Meters to Feet 
Multiply Feet by 0.3048  Multiply Meters by 3.2808 
 
Miles to Kilometers  Kilometers to Miles 
Multiply Miles by 1.609347  Multiply Kilometers by 0.6214 

 

6.8.5 Recycling  
 
In Germany, you have to separate your waste. This is very simple: paper, cardboard, magazines are 
to be put in the blue bin (or large containers at central points for that purpose). Washed out tin cans, 
plastic pots, empty spray cans and aluminum goes in the yellow bin or in yellow bags. Bio-
degradables/organic waste goes in the brown bin. All other waste (except glass) goes in the grey bin. 
Each bin has labels on it to show you what belongs in it as it can be confusing in the beginning. You 
must take all your glass bottles to the bottle bank. If you don’t want to do that - then don’t buy the 
bottles! Most plastic bottles and soda cans have a deposit on them. You can return them to any 
supermarket where you will find a machine to put them into. This machine will then print out a slip 
for the deposit amount and this sum will then be refunded at the cash register.  
 
6.8.6 Tipping 
 
Students are an exception when it comes to tipping, because everyone knows they do not have 
much money. Nevertheless, the VAT (value added tax) (Mehrwertsteuer –  Mwst) and a service 
charge is usually already included in the price of most products. In general, you can round up the bill 
(not generally more than 10 %) in cafes and pubs if you enjoyed your service in a restaurant. You tell 
the server what sum to round it up to. In Germany you usually do not leave the tip on the table.  
 
6.8.7 Weather 
 
Weather is a big part of living in any country. The weather is not always consistent; therefore this is 
only a general description of the seasons.  
 
Spring - Temperatures generally range from 7 - 18° C/45 - 65° F. Spring can be cool and cloudy with 
some rain showers; however, in general spring is a beautiful season when the flowers start to bloom.  
 
Summer -Temperatures generally range from 20 - 30° C/72 - 85° F. Keep in mind that not all build-
ings are air-conditioned as in some other countries.  
 

Fall - Temperatures generally range from 7 - 18° C/45 - 65° F. Fall is beautiful in that all of the trees 
change colors.  
 
Winter - Temperatures generally range from 0 - 7° C/30 - 45° F. Snow varies – sometimes none – 
sometimes lots!  
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6.8.8 Helpful Links  
 
Here are a number of links that will aid you in finding additional information about Germany, living 
here and the general area: 
 

“Frankfurt Expat” specifically addresses expatriates living in and around. “How to Germany” is a 
website for expatriates in Germany and provides information on just about every aspect of living, 
studying and working in Germany.  
 
 
 

 
 

https://frankfurt-expat.com/
http://www.howtogermany.com/

